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State Court Adopts Federal Summary 
Judgment Standard and Procedures 
The Florida Supreme Court recently completed its 
adoption of the federal procedure for summary 
judgment proceedings in state courts. Coupled with 
its adoption of the federal standard for scientific 
evidence, the result should be fewer questionable 
cases being brought before the court. 
 
In general, courts enter summary judgments when 
existing evidence shows no need for a trial.  Trials 
are needed when questions arise around whom 
to believe – the classic example being when two 
drivers each claim they were facing a green light 
when a collision happened.  Both federal and state 
constitutions protect the right to have juries make 
those decisions. 
 
Florida’s old standard for summary judgment 
required a jury trial when there was any evidence, 
no matter how slight, that might be believed. Any 
contradictory evidence would be disregarded, 
even if one of the drivers was caught by a red 
light camera at the time of a crash. The federal 
courts gave up that standard years ago in favor of 
a more reasonable standard. If no reasonable jury 
could find for a party, then summary judgment can 
be entered against it. With the state courts now 
following that standard, the driver caught by the 
red light camera would not be entitled to go to trial, 
as summary judgment would be entered against 
him or her. As a result of this change, fewer trials 
will proceed on the basis of weak evidence. This is 
likely a good thing for our legal system.

The Florida Judiciary is just now coming out from under the COVID-19 cloud. 
Recently, Chief Judge Ficarrotta of the 13th circuit issued an administrative 
order relaxing the mask requirement in the courthouse, keeping it only in 
courtrooms, hearing rooms, and jury assembly rooms. This is a welcome 
relief for those of us who interact with the system, as many judges have 
not held live hearings in person since March of 2020, when Chief Justice 
Canaday entered an order suspending in-person hearings and requiring that 
all hearings be held remotely by telephone or videoconference. Judges 
were ordered to work from home if possible. Visits to the courthouse were 
made once per week to check for paper mail, and seldom was any found.
 
In the process, we learned that most proceedings other than trials could 
be effectively conducted by Zoom, WebEx, Microsoft Teams, or other 
videoconferencing platforms. Trials, however, were another matter. There 
were a number of pilot programs that used Zoom for jury trials, and they 
were not very successful. As a result, while most court business was kept 
up to date during the pandemic, trials were backed up substantially. Once 
courthouses were able to open with masks and social distancing, trials 
restarted in criminal cases. The more recent relaxation of requirements 
in the courthouse makes it likely that more civil and family trials will go 
forward as well. 

COVID and the Courtroom 

Thank you for voting for us! 
Anthony & Partners is proud of our team! All of our partners were 
recognized as "Top Lawyers of Tampa" in their respective fields of 
expertise. Congratulations to all.

Standing (L to R) – C. Paige Andringa, Andrew Ghekas, Townsend Belt, Nicholas 
Lafalce. Seated (L to R) – Barbara Luikart, John Landkammer, John Anthony, 
Stephenie Anthony, Frank Lafalce, Scott Stephens
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FIRM NEWS/CLIENT EVENTS 

Clay Shoot 
Anthony & Partners recently hosted a fabulous clay 
shooting event with our team and client friends. 

Congratulations to 
C. Paige Andringa!
It's official! Paige Andringa 
was sworn in by the 
Honorable Catherine 
McEwen. We are so proud 
of her and glad she is part 
of the Anthony & Partners’ 
team. 
 
Congratulations, Paige!

Team acknowledgement

Spa Day 
In early May, Anthony & Partners’  
clients and attorneys gathered for 
a relaxing day at the Don Cesar spa 
on St. Pete Beach.

Fishing Trip
Anthony & Partners’ clients and friends also 
joined our team for a memorable fishing trip 
at the end of May.
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